





Definition of Apologetics

Greek: apologia - a reasoned defense
« Not arguing or being arrogant

1 Peter 3:15 (NIV) “But in your hearts revere Christ
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the
hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and

respect,”
« ESV “always being prepared to make a defense”
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Why |t Matters

Biblical Mandate

» 1 Peter 3:15 “Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you

have.”
« Jude 3 “urge you to contend for the faith”

» 2 Cor 10:5 “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised
against the knowledge of God,”

Strengthens our Faith

» Luke 1:1-4 “so that you may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught.”

 Isaiah 1:18 “let us reason together, says the Lord”




Why |t Matters

Helps reach others

« Acts 17:2-3 “reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining
and proving”

But be careful!
» Proverbs 15:28 “ponders how to answer”

» Colossians 4:5-6 “make the most of every opportunity... always
full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to
answer everyone.”

» Keller: ‘A faith without some doubts is like a body without
antibodies.’

Apologetics equips us for conversations in a skeptical world



Common Misconceptions

“Faith is blind” - but biblical faith is evidence-based

 Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the certainty of things hoped for, a
proof of things not seen.”

» C.S. Lewis “Faith aligns us with reality; it is not blind belief.”

“Apologetics is only for intellectuals”

» At its core, apologetics is simply explaining why you trust God in
a way that connects with others.

“You can’t argue people into faith”
» Goal is not to win arguments but remove barriers
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Common Misconceptions



Benefits of Apologetics
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[llustration: Foundation
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Assignment for the Week

-istianity
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Closing Thought
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